Office of Catechesis

CANONS PERTAINING TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Canon 208
In virtue of their rebirth in Christ there exists among all the Christian faithful a true equality with
regard to dignity and the activity whereby all cooperate in the building up of the Body of Christ in
accord with each one's own condition and function.
Canon 212
§1. The Christian faithful, conscious of their own responsibility, are bound by Christian
obedience to follow what the sacred pastors, as representatives of Christ, declare as teachers
of the faith or determine as leaders of the Church.
§2. The Christian faithful are free to make known their needs, especially spiritual ones, and
their desires to the pastors of the Church.
§3. In accord with the knowledge, competence and preeminence which they possess, they
have the right and even at times a duty to manifest to the sacred pastors their opinion on
matters which pertain to the good of the Church, and they have a right to make their opinion
known to the other Christian faithful, with due regard for the integrity of faith and morals and
reverence toward their pastors, and with consideration for the common good and the dignity of
persons.
Canon 213
The Christian faithful have the right to receive assistance from the sacred pastors out of the
spiritual goods of the Church, especially the word of God and the sacraments.
Canon 215
The Christian faithful are at liberty freely to found and to govern associations for charitable and
religious purposes or for the promotion of the Christian vocation in the world; they are free to
hold meetings to pursue these purposes in common.
Canon 216
All the Christian faithful, since they participate in the mission of the Church, have the right to
promote or to sustain apostolic action by their own undertakings in accord with each one's state
and condition; however no undertaking shall assume the name Catholic unless the consent of
competent ecclesiastical authority is given.
Canon 217
The Christian faithful since they are called by baptism to lead a life in conformity with the
teaching of the gospel, have the right to a Christian education by which they will be properly
instructed so as to develop the maturity of a human person and at the same time come to know
and live the mystery of salvation.
Canon 226
§2. Because they have given life to their children, parents have a most serious obligation and
enjoy the right to educate them; therefore Christian parents are especially to care for the
Christian education of their children according to the teaching handed on by the Church.
§ I. Lay persons are bound by the obligation and possess the right to acquire a knowledge of
Christian doctrine adapted to their capacity and condition so that they can live in accord with
that doctrine, announce it, defend it when necessary, and be enabled to assume their role in
exercising the apostolate.
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§2. Lay persons also possess the right to acquire that deeper knowledge of the sacred
sciences which are taught in ecclesiastical universities or faculties or in institutes of religious
sciences by attending classes and obtaining academic degrees.
§3. Likewise, the prescriptions as to the required suitability having been observed, lay persons
are capable of receiving from legitimate ecclesiastical authority a mandate to each the sacred
sciences.
Canon 231
§1. Lay persons who devote themselves permanently or temporarily to some special service of
the Church are obliged to acquire the appropriate formation which is required to fulfill their
function properly and to carry it out conscientiously, zealously, and diligently.
§2. With due regard for Can. 230, §1, they have a right to a decent remuneration suited to their
condition; by such remuneration they should be able to provide decently for their own needs and
for those of their family with due regard for the prescriptions of civil law; they likewise have a
right that their pension, social security and health benefits be duly provided.
Canon 769
Christian doctrine is to be proposed in a manner accommodated to the condition of its listeners
and adapted to the needs of the times.
Canon 773
There is a proper and serious duty, especially on the part of pastors of souls, to provide for the
catechesis of the Christian people so that the faith of the faithful becomes living, explicit and
productive through formation in doctrine and the experience of Christian living.
Canon 774
§ 1. Under the supervision of legitimate ecclesiastical authority this concern for catechesis
pertains to all the members of the Church in proportion to each one's role.
§2. Parents above others are obliged to form their children in the faith and practice of the
Christian life by word an example; godparents and those who take the place of parents are
bound by an equivalent obligation.
Canon 776
In virtue of his office the pastor is bound to provide for the catechetical formation of adults,
young people and children, to which end he is to employ the services of the clerics attached to
the parish, members of institutes of consecrated life and of societies of apostolic life, with due
regard for the character of each institute, and lay members of the Christian faithful, above all
catechists; all of these are not to refuse to furnish their services willingly unless they are
legitimately impeded. The pastor is to promote and foster the role of parents in the family
catechesis mentioned in Canon 774 §2.
In accord with the norms established by the diocesan bishop, the pastor is to make particular
provision:
1. that suitable catechesis is given for the celebration of the sacraments;
2. that children are properly prepared for the first reception of the sacraments of penance and
Most Holy Eucharist and the Sacrament of Confirmation by means of a catechetical
formation given over an appropriate period of time;
3. that children are more fruitfully and deeply instructed through catechetical formation after
the reception of First Communion;
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4. that catechetical formation also be given to those handicapped in body or mind insofar as
their condition permits;
5. that the faith of young people and adults be fortified, enlightened and developed through
various means and endeavors.
Canon 779
Catechetical formation is to be given by employing all those helps, teaching aids and
communications media which appear to be more effective in enabling the faithful in light of their
characteristics, talents, age and conditions of life, to learn the Catholic teaching more fully and
practice it more suitably.
Canon 843
§1. The sacred ministers can not refuse the sacraments to those who ask for them at
appropriate times, are properly disposed and are not prohibited by law from receiving them.
§2. Pastors or souls and the rest of the Christian faithful, according to their ecclesial function,
have the duty to see that those who seek the sacraments are prepared to receive them by the
necessary evangelization and catechetical formation, taking into account the norms published
by the competent authority.
Canon 851
It is necessary that the celebration of baptism be properly prepared. Thus:
1. an adult who intends to receive baptism is to be admitted to the catechumenate and, to the
extent possible, be led through the several stages to sacramental initiation, in accord with the
order of initiation adapted by the conference of bishops and the special norms published by it;
2. the parents of an infant who is to be baptized and likewise those who are to undertake the
office of sponsor are to be properly instructed in the meaning of this sacrament and the
obligations which are attached to it; personally or through others the pastor is to see to it that
the parents are properly formed by pastoral directions and by
common prayer, gathering several families together and there possible visiting them.
Canon 868
§1. For the licit baptism of an infant it is necessary that:
1. the parents or at least one of them or the person who lawfully takes their place gives
consent;
2. there be a founded hope that the infant will be brought up in the Catholic religion; if such a
hope is altogether lacking, the baptism is to be put off according to the prescriptions of
particular law and the parents are to be informed of the reason.
§2. The infant of Catholic parents, in fact of non-Catholic parents also, who is in danger of
death is licitly baptized even against the will of the parents.
Canon 872
Insofar as possible one to be baptized is to be given a sponsor who is to assist an adult in
Christian initiation, or, together with the parents, to present an infant at the baptism, and who will
help the baptized to lead a Christian life in harmony with baptism, and to fulfill faithfully the
obligations connected with it.
Canon 874
§1. To be admitted to the role of sponsor, a person must:
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1. be designated by the one to be baptized, by the parents or the one who takes their place
or, in their absence, by the pastor or minister and is to have the qualifications and
intention of performing this role;
2. have completed the sixteenth year, unless a different age has been established by the
diocesan bishop or it seems to the pastor or minister that an exception is to be made for a
just cause;
3. be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received the sacrament of the Most
Holy Eucharist and leads a life in harmony with the faith and the role to be undertaken;
4. not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared;
5. not be the father or the mother of the one to be baptized.
§2. A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community may not be admitted
except as a witness to baptism and together with a Catholic sponsor.
Canon 879
The sacrament of confirmation impresses a character and by it the baptized, continuing on the
path of Christian initiation, are enriched by the gift of the Holy Spirit and bound more perfectly to
the Church; it strengthens them and obliges them more firmly to be witnesses to Christ by word
and deed and to spread and defend the faith.
Canon 889
§1. All baptized persons who have not been confirmed and only they are capable of receiving
confirmation.
§2. Outside the danger of death to be licitly confirmed it is required, if the person has the use of
reason, that one be suitably instructed, properly disposed and able to renew one's baptismal
promises.

Canon 890
The faithful are obliged to receive this sacrament (Confirmation) at the appropriate time; their
parents and shepherds of souls, especially pastors, are to see to it that the faithful are properly
instructed to receive it and approach the sacrament at the appropriate time.
Canon 891
The Sacrament of Confirmation is to be conferred on the faithful at about the age of discretion
unless the conference of bishops determines another age or there is danger of death or in the
judgement of the minister a grave cause urges otherwise.
Canon 892
As far as possible a sponsor for the one to be confirmed should be present; it is for the sponsor
to see that the confirmed person acts as a true witness to Christ and faithfully fulfills the
obligations connected with this sacrament.
Canon 893
§1. To perform the role of sponsor, it is necessary that a person fulfill the conditions mentioned
in Canon 874.
§2. It is desirable that the one who undertook the role of sponsor at baptism be sponsor for
confirmation.
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Canon 913
For the administration of the Most Holy Eucharist to children it is required that they have
sufficient knowledge and careful preparation so as to understand the mystery of Christ
according to their capacity, and can receive the body of the Lord with faith and devotion.
§2. The Most Holy Eucharist may be given to children who are in danger of death, however, if
they are able to distinguish the body of Christ from ordinary food and to receive Communion
reverently.
Canon 914
It is the responsibility, in the first place, of parents and those who take the place of parents as
well as of the pastor to see that children who have reached the use of reason are correctly
prepared and are nourished by the divine food as early as possible, preceded by sacramental
confession; it is also for the pastor to be vigilant lest any children come to the Holy Banquet who
have not reached the use of reason or whom he judges are not sufficiently disposed.
Canon 988
§1. A member of the Christian faith is obliged to confess in kind and in number all serious sins
committed after baptism and not yet directly remitted through the keys of the Church nor
acknowledged in individual confession, of which one is conscious after diligent examination of
conscience.
§2. It is to be recommended to the Christian faithful that venial sins also be confessed.
Canon 1136
Parents have the most serious duty and the primary right to do all in their power to see to the
physical, social, cultural, moral and religious upbringing of their children.
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